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He, creator of Emperors, with such an image of humanity in
his hands, became absolute and so proud that Pharaoh and
Shaddad could not have obtained admission to his thresh-
old. He studied to ruin the most ancient families, inventing
pretexts to put them to death, or disgrace them, that he
might plunder their possessions. Unhappy was the person
he suspected to be rich, as wealth and vexatious accusations
always accompanied each other. He established many exac-
tions and abuses such as no prior age had beheld, and by
which alone he is now remembered. He took enormous
emoluments and revenues for himself, while he doled out
money to others with a hand so sparing, that even his own
creatures felt severe poverty with empty titles, for he never
allowed jdgirs to any. The minds of high and low, rich and
poor, near or distant, friends or strangers, were turned
against him, and wished his destruction. Hindus and Mus-
lims agreed in praying to Heaven for the fall of his power,
night and day.1

Jehandar Shah was a drunken scamp, a mediocrity without
any gift of intellect or character. On reaching Delhi he gave
himself up to dissipation and debauchery, indulging in the
lowest pleasures imaginable. He moved in the company of
minstrels and singers and left the administration of .the State
in the hands of Zulfiqar Khan. As Khafi Khan observes: "...
there seemed to be a likelihood that Qazis would turn topers
and Muftis become tipplers.5'2 He gave the title of Irntiyaz
Mahal Begum to his mistress Lai Kunwar and gave her the
privilege of riding close to him, on an elephant covered by an
umbrella like that of the Emperor himself. Lai Kunwar had
been intimately connected with a herb-woman, called Zuhra.
This Zuhra also obtained great influence in the counsels of
the Emperor. She used to go out on an elephant to see her
friend Lai Kunwar in the palace, riding right up to the apart-
ments of the ladies, a privilege given only to the princesses
of the royal blood. The people of her retinue had grown ex-
tremely haughty and used to insult inoffensive people whom
they met in the streets. The nobility of the city of Delhi felt
indignant at all this, but nobody had the courage to bring

1 Iradat Khan, p. 84.          2 Khafi Khan, vol. II3 p. 689.